
bacilli present in the dirt and other foreign substances
upon the surface of the skin. The resulting wound is
usually long and narrow; blood-clots and infiltrated
tissue are present, as well as ordinary aerobic, oxygen-
consuming bacteria—all favoring proliferation of the
anaerobic bacillus of tetanus. As the matter stands, a

Fourth of July wound of this character places a grave
responsibility upon the physician who is consulted.
From the information gathered in the timely article by
Wells it appears that physicians in general are not
always as painstaking and thorough as they should be
in cleansing cartridge wounds and in removing the last
vestige of extraneous substances, especially pieces of
wadding. Veterinarians report excellent results from
the use of tetanus antitoxin as a prophylactic in horses,
but its employment for this purpose in man has been
neglected too much so far, probably because of the rather
disappointing results of its use as a curative agent after
the intoxication has become apparent and lockjaw estab¬
lished. In the future all wounds caused by explosives
such as are in vogue on or about July 4th, should be
rendered surgically clean as early as possible, and
drained freely; for this purpose the wounds should be
freely exposed by liberal incisions wherever indicated,
so that free access is gained to the innermost recesses
of the wound in order that wadding and dirt may not
remain and favor the growth of bacilli. As tetanus
may occur even when wounds are well cleansed and
drained, tetanus antitoxin is indicated, and the pro¬
phylactic dose suggested by Wells is 5 c.c. This is cer¬

tainly an ample quantity. Finally, physicians should
use their influence in favor of some less harmful outlet
for patriotic enthusiasm than the production of noise.

THE CREMASTERIC REFLEX IN SCIATICA.
A study of the reflexes is often capable of yielding

important information in the diagnosis of disease, espe-
cially involving the nervous system. The presence of a

given reflex will be dependent upon the integrity of the
arc constituted by an afferent nerve,the related portion
of the cerebrospinal axis and an afferent nerve. Reflex
activity is normally somewhat restrained by physiologic
inhibition, and it may be reinforced or intensified by
influences that lessen the latter through sensori-motor
or psychic channels, while it is exaggerated in the pres-
ence of irritative conditions and lesions in the course of
the sensori-motor arc. The appearance of the reflexes
may be prevented by mechanical influences, such as

rigidity, by increased inhibitory activity from whatever
cause, or by abolition of any portion of the sensori-motor
arc. Inasmuch as pain tends to reinforce reflex activ-
ity, one is prepared to learn that this manifestation is
generally increased in cases of neuralgia and\p=m-\atan
early stage before degenerative changes have taken place
—even when this is of inflammatory origin. In this
connection we wish to refer to a recent communication
by Dr. G. A. Gibson1, in which attention is called to a
remarkable exaggeration of the cremasteric reflex in
cases of sciatica, not alone in those of the more serious
neuritic type of the disease—attended with muscular
wasting and alteration in the electric reactions—but

also in those of the less grave neuralgic variety. The
reflex was obtained not only by gently stroking the skin
on the inner aspect of the thigh, but also and much more
readily by firm pressure over the lower and inner portionof Scarpa's triangle, whose sensory nervous supply is
derived from the internal cutaneous branch of the an¬
terior crural nerve. The latter procedure was in some
instances followed slightly later by a less distinct con¬
traction on the opposite and unaffected side. The exag¬
geration of this reflex was found in cases not exhibiting
much increase in the knee-jerk, as well as in others with
great augmentation of myototic irritability. In some
instances the plantar and gluteal reflexes were exagger¬
ated equally with the cremasteric ; in others the last was
marked, while the former were scarcely elicitable. In
no instance was the increase in the cremasteric reflex
associated with dorsal flexion of the toes on irritation of
the sole of the foot. In explanation of the phenomena
described it is suggested that in the presence of sciatica
the segments of the cord above the level of origin of the
sciatic nerve from the lumbo-sacral cord—including
therefore the second lumbar, in which the cremasteric
reflex center and also the knee center are believed to be
situated—are in a state of excessive irritability, while
the segments below—in which the plantar, the gluteal
and the ankle centers are situated—are but little if at
all influenced.

1. Edinburgh Med. Jour., May, 1901, p. 459.

Medical News.
ILLINOIS.

The Physicians of Sterling met May 24 at the office of Dr.
Frank Anthony, to endeavor to establish a uniform fee-bill.
Dr. Miles D. Baker has been appointed first assistant at

the Illinois Southern Hospital for the Insane at Anna, and Dr.
David R. Sanders, Jonesboro, superintendent of the annex.

Chicago.
Dr. Gustav Fuetterer, who has been professor of pathologyat Northwestern University Medical School for the past two

years, has resigned.
Dr. Christian Fenger was made an honorary member of the

Association of Military Surgeons of the United States, at its
meeting May 31 in St. Paul.
"Dr." Orlando E. Miller, of O. E. Miller Hernia Treatment

Company fame, seeks, by due process of law, to be relieved of
an indebtedness of $586,943. He has no available assets.
Dr. E. S. Pettyjohn, who has been abroad for a year study-ing in Berlin and Vienna and visiting hospitals, sanatoria and

mineral springs, sailed for New York, May 23, on the Potsdam.
He intends to locate in Chicago, making a specialty of nervous
diseases.
In the "Bulletin" for the week ended May 25 it was said

that "it is not probable that the total deaths for the month
will much exceed 2000." The actual number is 2046, giving an
annual mortality rate of 13.7 per 1000 of the estimated mid¬
year population, to-wit, 1,758.025. For the week the total
deaths were 472 and the annual rate was 13.99. Only measles,
among the more important causes of death, continues to give
any concern. Attention has been called in three previous bul¬
letins to the unusual prevalence and severity of this disease
and advice given against exposing children to its contagion.During the past week there were 10 deaths reported from this
cause, 7 of them being fatally complicated with whoopingcough—which disease also continues to prevail to an unusual
extent.

IOWA.
Dr. Charles B. Adams, Estherville, has been elected presi¬dent of the State Board of Medical Examiners.
Dr. John C. Shrader, Iowa City, has been re-elected presi¬dent, and Dr. Josiah F. Kennedy, Des Moines, secretary of the

State Board of Health.
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